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union. Ms. Lynch’s commitment to civil 
rights stems from her family’s roots in 
North Carolina. Her father, a Baptist min-
ister, preached at a church where students 
would meet to organize anti-segregation boy-
cotts. Her grandfather, a sharecropper and 
pastor in the 1930s, helped people in his com-
munity who faced challenges under the Jim 
Crow system. 

I will never forget Loretta Lynch’s 
description of her father raising her 
onto his shoulders so she could witness 
the civil rights protestors in his 
church. The fact that this young girl 
could be the first African-American 
woman to serve as our Nation’s Attor-
ney General is another milestone on 
our Nation’s long, slow march to estab-
lish a ‘‘more perfect union.’’ 

The bottom line is this: Loretta 
Lynch is extraordinarily well-qualified 
to serve as Attorney General. She has 
been extensively vetted, and she has 
performed admirably while in the spot-
light of that process. And Members of 
the Senate have had plenty of time to 
review her qualifications. 

It is time to move forward and hold a 
vote on Ms. Lynch. There is nothing to 
be gained by further delay. I hope the 
majority leader, Senator MCCONNELL, 
will call her nomination for a vote and 
I hope all my colleagues will support 
this outstanding nominee. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
ERNST). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, we 
spend a lot of time, as one would ex-
pect in a legislative body, talking 
about the technical aspects of legisla-
tion and the procedure we use to con-
sider it and pass it, a subject which 
perhaps many of us enjoy but which 
probably turns the public—puts a glaze 
in their eyes and bores them because 
they don’t see the relevance of it. 

We talk about motions to proceed 
and cloture and filibusters, but what is 
important in the Senate is the subject 
matter of the legislation that we apply 
this procedure or these rules to. This 
week in the Senate we will be under-
taking a very important subject; that 
is, how to protect our fellow citizens, 
many of them children, who are need-
ing our help and waiting to be rescued. 
Those are children who are being traf-
ficked in the commercial sex and 
forced-labor trade—not over there, not 
necessarily just in some other country, 
but right here in the United States of 
America. 

I believe that we are all created in 
the image of God, that all human 
beings are entitled to be treated with 
dignity and respect. But the criminals 

who traffic in human flesh treat these 
same human beings created in the 
image of God as a thing. They treat 
these children as a commodity to be 
bought and sold. To me that is the very 
definition of evil. A few weeks ago the 
Judiciary Committee heard from sev-
eral witnesses on what has been called 
modern day slavery—human traf-
ficking. 

I know many of us thought that slav-
ery was an ugly part of our Nation’s be-
ginning but certainly only something 
in the past. But the truth is that there 
exists today something that you could 
legitimately call modern day slavery, 
and that is human trafficking. Now, 
even though institutionalized slavery 
has long been cast into the dustbin of 
history and is something we read about 
in our history books, human traf-
ficking, particularly sex trafficking, 
still affects the lives of hundreds and 
thousands of our children. 

Tragically, many of them are young 
girls. As the father of two daughters, it 
turns my stomach to realize that a ma-
jority of the human beings who are 
trafficked are girls who are of middle- 
school age. In the Judiciary Com-
mittee, we heard from Malika Saada 
Saar who represents a wonderful orga-
nization called Rights4Girls. 

Malika spoke of a young woman 
named Aviva. According to Malika, 
Aviva was in foster care when a traf-
ficker kidnapped her and held her hos-
tage for almost a year. During this 
time, we learned in the Judiciary Com-
mittee during that hearing, Aviva was 
sold to as many as 10 different men a 
night. Of course, she did not under-
stand. She could not comprehend why 
an adult man would want to buy her 
body when she was just a child. 

When law enforcement officials found 
Aviva, she was arrested for prostitu-
tion at the age of 15. Let me repeat 
that because it is important. This 
young girl who was kidnapped, raped, 
and sold nightly—daily—was treated 
like a criminal, not a victim. In 1992 
Holly Austin Smith ran away from 
home and was forced into a sex traf-
ficking ring the summer before her 
freshman year of high school. 

Within hours of running away, 14- 
year old Holly was sold for $200 to a 
man who wanted her for sex because he 
said she reminded him of his grand-
daughter. When police eventually 
found Holly—still only a child, scared 
and confused, as you can only imag-
ine—they treated her as a criminal, not 
as a victim. Too often these children, 
who are not of the age of consent, are 
treated as child prostitutes. 

As many of us who have worked on 
this issue for some time know, there is 
no such thing as a child prostitute. If 
you are not of the age of consent, you 
cannot consent, and you cannot agree 
to be used in such a horrific way. These 
are children who are bought and sold 
for sex—plain and simple—as nause-
ating as that truth is. Malika power-
fully said during our hearing: ‘‘There 
should be no difference between raping 

a child and paying to rape a child.’’ 
Now, the individuals who commit these 
crimes—not just the people who traffic 
in them but the people who purchase 
these services—too often pay a fine and 
get on with their lives. Yet they are 
the child rapists who should be treated 
as the sex traffickers they are. 

If it were not for the demand, sex 
trafficking would not have a business 
model. But unfortunately, there is too 
great of a demand. But often the people 
who purchase these children are treat-
ed with impunity. Tomorrow, I expect 
the Senate will move to consider legis-
lation that I have introduced with a 
number of our colleagues from Min-
nesota, Illinois, and Oregon. Indeed, 
there are a number of Senators who 
have already contributed a lot of very 
good and constructive work to the 
product we will turn to tomorrow. 

The bill is called the Justice for Vic-
tims of Trafficking Act. The most im-
portant thing that it does is that it 
ends the culture of impunity for the 
people who purchase children and other 
victims of human trafficking. It holds 
the so-called johns and the pimps ac-
countable, and it does not focus on the 
victim who should be treated like a 
victim and helped to heal and get on 
with their lives. But too often they are 
the ones who are prosecuted and treat-
ed as a criminal. 

Instead of being treated as criminals, 
this bill makes sure that the future 
Avivas and Hollys are treated for what 
they are, and that is as victims. What 
this bill also does is it takes the money 
and assets forfeited from convicted 
human traffickers and directs it to 
services for the victims. So future 
Avivas and Hollys would have a shel-
ter, a place to live, a roof over their 
head, a bed to sleep in, and somebody 
who loves them and cares enough to 
help them heal and get on with their 
lives. That is the kind of treatment 
these victims of human trafficking de-
serve—not jail time. 

We know that Washington can be a 
dysfunctional place more times than 
we would like to admit. So often there 
are political issues or ideological issues 
that divide us. But the fight against 
human trafficking reminds us that it 
does not have to be this way. Indeed, I 
was heartened a few weeks ago when 
this particular piece of legislation 
passed the Judiciary Committee with 
unanimous support. All Republicans 
and all Democrats on the committee 
voted to support it. 

Indeed, Republicans and Democrats— 
not just in Congress but across the 
country—support this legislation, as 
evidenced by the more than 200 dif-
ferent organizations, from victims’ ad-
vocates to law enforcement groups, 
which have joined forces to fight this 
modern day slave trade and to support 
the legislation we will turn to tomor-
row. It is a fight, sadly, that must be 
acknowledged and it must be fought. 
But it is a fight we can win, finally de-
livering our Nation’s promise of free-
dom to those who are enslaved. 
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It is not the kind of slavery we read 

about in our history books or the kind 
that resulted or helped precipitate the 
Civil War, but it is the kind that goes 
on unbeknownst to most Americans 
and most people but which represents 
that seamy underbelly of society, one 
that we must expose and one we must 
reveal as the evil that it is. 

f 

OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE ADMINIS-
TRATIVE AND TECHNICAL COR-
RECTIONS ACT OF 2015 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1213, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1213) to make administrative 

and technical corrections to the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and any statements relating to 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 1213) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, what 
is the parliamentary situation? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in morning business until 5 p.m. 

Mr. LEAHY. I thank the Chair. 
f 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 
BLOODY SUNDAY 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, this 
past weekend, Americans gathered in 
Selma, Alabama. They did that to 
mark the 50th anniversary of Bloody 
Sunday. Many of us are old enough to 
remember that day when hundreds of 
brave men and women marched across 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. There, they 
were savagely beaten because they 
dared to stand up for their right to 
vote—a right that we in Vermont take 
as inalienable. Their blood, their 
sweat, and their tears helped pave the 
way for the Voting Rights Act. They 
ultimately helped move our Nation to-
ward what is supposed to be a ‘‘more 
perfect Union.’’ 

In commemorating the bravery of 
these foot soldiers for justice, we are 

reminded of what we can accomplish if 
we stand on principle and we come to-
gether, Republicans and Democrats, to 
do what is right. At a time when law-
makers seem far too polarized on the 
most important issues facing our Na-
tion, I was encouraged to see leaders 
from both political parties join Presi-
dent Obama and Congressman LEWIS, 
and so many others this weekend in 
Selma. President George W. Bush 
shared the stage with President Obama 
to honor the brave men and women 
who inspired the Nation and helped 
bring about historic change. 

I was proud to work with President 
Bush on the reauthorization of the 
Voting Rights Act, along with the Re-
publican Chairmen of the House and 
Senate Judiciary Committees, Con-
gressman SENSENBRENNER and Senator 
Specter. We can see them on each side 
of President Bush in this picture of the 
bill signing. We can see Congressman 
SENSENBRENNER standing there and the 
late Senator Specter standing there. I 
was standing over here with my cam-
era as one of the people who helped 
move the bill through. President Bush 
had invited me to attend and I took 
this photograph at the signing cere-
mony. I am going to give this photo-
graph to President Bush because it is 
the only photograph where we can ac-
tually see his hand and his signature 
going down. That is because I was the 
only person with a camera, standing 
behind the President. I don’t say that 
to praise my photographic ability; I 
say that to praise President Bush for 
signing the bill. 

In response to the Supreme Court’s 
Shelby County decision—a decision 
where five members of the Supreme 
Court decided they had a far better 
idea than virtually all House Members 
and Senators—I have been working 
with Congressman SENSENBRENNER on 
bipartisan legislation that would re-
store the Voting Rights Act. This is so 
that President Obama can sign a bill as 
President Bush did. Unfortunately, no 
Republican Senator has yet stepped 
forward to join me in introducing this 
legislation in the Senate. 

The Republican Party of 2006, along 
with their President, reached across 
the aisle to advance the cause of voting 
rights, saying they were not there for 
any particular party, they were there 
for all Americans. I am still hopeful 
the Republican Senate of 2015 will con-
tinue the bipartisan tradition that 
President Bush and Republican leaders 
did in 2006. 

The civil rights milestones we cele-
brate this month can’t be just histor-
ical discussions to be talked about in a 
history class somewhere. The plain re-
ality is that racial discrimination in 
voting still exists in this country. 
Chief Justice Roberts acknowledged 
that very fact in his opinion in Shelby, 
and he asked Congress to update the 
Voting Rights Act. I wish we had not 
had the Shelby decision—I think it was 
wrong on many counts—but the major-
ity in the Supreme Court voted that 

way. I agree with the Chief Justice 
that it is time for us in the Congress— 
Republicans and Democrats alike—to 
act. 

In his inspirational speech in Selma 
on Saturday, President Obama noted 
that 100 Members of Congress had come 
to Selma to honor people who died for 
the right to vote. He then laid out a 
challenge by saying, ‘‘If we want to 
honor this day, let that hundred go 
back to Washington and gather 400 
more, and together, pledge to make it 
their mission to restore the Voting 
Rights Act this year. That’s how we 
honor those people on this bridge.’’ 

I agree with him. We should come to-
gether, as this body has done so many 
times before, to restore the Voting 
Rights Act and to reaffirm our stead-
fast commitment to equal protection 
under the law. 

f 

LYNCH NOMINATION 
Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, 

today, in that same spirit, I urge all 
Senators to come together to confirm 
Loretta Lynch to be our next Attorney 
General and the first African-American 
woman ever to hold this position. The 
delay of her confirmation is unprece-
dented and unwarranted. It should end. 

It has been 121 days since President 
Obama announced his intention to 
nominate Ms. Lynch. Her nomination 
was reported by the Judiciary Com-
mittee on a bipartisan basis 11 days 
ago. In the last 30 years, no Attorney 
General nominee has waited longer 
than Loretta Lynch to receive a floor 
vote after being reported from com-
mittee. 

I think of what we did when Presi-
dent Bush was in the last 2 years of his 
Presidency. Democrats had just taken 
back the majority in the Senate. He 
nominated a person for Attorney Gen-
eral—actually a person I voted 
against—but I moved that person for-
ward anyway because I felt the Presi-
dent of the United States deserved to 
have an Attorney General. I moved 
that person through in half the time 
we have had to wait for Loretta Lynch. 

Ms. Lynch has broad support from 
Democrats and Republicans across the 
legal and law enforcement commu-
nities. So there is no excuse. She 
shouldn’t be treated differently than 
previous nominees. Actually, she 
should receive a vote tonight, along 
with the other nominees who are to be 
confirmed. She should not be treated 
any differently than President Bush’s 
nominee. 

So in the wake of the bipartisan and 
inspirational celebration in Selma, let 
us come together to honor the difficult 
work of the Justice Department. Let’s 
schedule a vote to confirm the first Af-
rican-American woman to serve as At-
torney General of the United States. 
Let us show the American people what 
we can do when we come together. Let 
us finally vote to confirm Loretta 
Lynch. 

I see the majority leader on the floor. 
I don’t want to take his time. 
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